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UM ALUMNI DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD state + cs +
TO BE PRESENTED TO 4 AT HOMECOMING
MISSOULA, M o n t .—
Four University of Montana alumni have been selected to receive the 1976 Distinguished 
Service Award (DSA) from the UM Alumni Association during UM Homecoming activities 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 8-9.
George W. Oechsli, M i s s o u l a , executive director of the UM Alumni Association, said 
the DSA recipients are: Dr. Stanley R. Ames, R o c h e s t e r , N . Y ., who is in charge of 
Kodak's biochemistry research laboratory in Rochester; Byron A. Bayers (pronounced Buyers), 
Twin B r i d g e s , M o n t ., a rancher; Indian Probate Judge Frances C. Elge, B i l l i n g s , M o n t ., 
and Dr. Earl F. Sykes, West C h e s t e r , P a ., professor emeritus of education and president 
emeritus of West Chester State College there.
The DSA, a tradition since 1959 on the Missoula campus, is presented annually to 
UM alumni or former students who have brought honor to the University and themselves 
by distinguished service to the University, the state or the nation.
Presentation of the DSA to the four will be made at the UM alumni awards ceremony and 
dinner at 6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 8, at the Missoula Elks Club. The DSA recipients also 
will be introduced formally to the public at the half time of the UM Homecoming football 
game between the Grizzlies and the Northern Arizona University Lumberjacks. The kickoff 
is set for 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 9, at Dornblaser Field.
Ames, senior research associate for the Health and Nutrition Research Division of 
Kodak's Tennessee Eastman Research Laboratories, is responsible for the firm's 
biochemistry research laboratory in Rochester, N.Y.
-more-
Much of Ames' professional life has been devoted to clearing away some of the 
controversy and confusion surrounding vitamin E. He and other researchers were the first 
to develop an internationally accepted method for determining vitamin E content in human 
foods and in animal feeds. Since joining Kodak in 1946, Ames has been involved in many 
projects not related to vitamin E research, including product development and research 
planning.
Ames graduated with honors in chemistry, bacteriology and mathematics from the 
University of Montana (then known as Montana State University) in 1940. He received his 
master s and doctoral degrees in chemistry from Columbia University, New York, N.Y., 
in 1942 and 1944, respectively. Ames, a native of M a d i s o n , W i s ., did postdoctoral 
research in biochemistry at the University of Wisconsin and he also was an assistant 
in chemistry at Columbia University. He graduated from Missoula County High School.
Ames has authored numerous scientific articles and has served as chairman of the 
Rochester section of the American Chemical Society and the Animal Nutrition Research 
Council. He is currently active in many scientific societies and fraternities.
The late father of Ames, Dr. Walter R. Ames, taught in the School of Education 
at the University of Montana.
Bayers, a rancher near Twin B r i d g e s , is president of the American Hereford Association. 
He was elected to that post Nov. 10, 1975, in Kansas C i t y , Mo.
Bayers operates a 12,000-acre ranch north of Twin Bridges and has 1,000 head of 
purebred Hereford stock. With the exception of his years at U M  and in the Air Force, 
he has lived on the ranch all of his life. Bayers took over management of the ranch
from his parents 15 years ago.
The rancher f
/ who has judged livestock in 30 states, judged stock at the National Western 
Livestock Exposition in Denver several times and he also judged Hereford stock at the 
International Livestock Exposition in Chicago in 1967.
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-more-
For a brief period in the summer of 1975, Bayers served as a technical assistance 
adviser in Hungary for the Hungarian Government, which purchased more than 6,000 head 
of Hereford cattle in the United States.
This summer, Bayers was one of two delegates for the U.S. at the World Hereford 
Conference and he was named by the conference to serve as chairman of the World Export 
C o m m i t t e e .
Bayers, a graduate of Twin Bridges High School, received his bachelor of science 
degree in business administration from the University of Montana in 1952.
While attending UM, Bayers was an active member of Sigma Phi Epsilon social 
fraternity and the Arnold Air Society. He won numerals in football and track on the 
Missoula campus in 1948-49.
Judge Elge, who has her headquarters in the Federal Building in B i l l i n g s , was one 
of 11 women in the nation to be honored as "Woman of the Month" as part of the Department 
of the Interior's celebration of International Women's Year in 1975. She was the only 
female among the Department of the Interior's administrative law judges.
Judge Elge, a native of H e l e n a , M o n t ., was the first woman county attorney in Lewis 
and Clark County in 1935. She was secretary-treasurer of the late Jeannette Rankin's 
campaign for Congress in 1940 and served as administrative assistant to Miss Rankin 
during Rankin's ensuing term in the House of Representatives.
The Billings woman received her juris doctor degree in 1930 at UM and she was 
awarded the bachelor of arts degree in law in 1938 at the University. While attending 
UM, she was a member of several organizations and served as vice president of the 
Associated Students of UM and vice president of the UM Law School Association.
After graduating from UM in 1930, Judge Elge began a long career in law, politics 
and feminism. During World War II and into the early '50s, she was employed as an 
attorney in the War Shipping Administration and U.S. Maritime Commission and was assigned 
to admiralty claims in litigation. As Indian probate judge, her assigned jurisdictions 
have taken her to 16 Indian reservations in six western states.
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-more-
Judge Elge has lectured on, and lobbied for, ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. She is a charter member of the Montana Council for ERA ratification and of 
the Billings Coalition for W o m e n’s Rights. She is active in the Billings Soroptimist 
Club and in the Billings Business and Professional W o m e n’s Club. She has served as 
state legislation chairman for the Montana Federation of B§PW Clubs and holds membership 
in the Montana, Yellowstone and Federal Bar Associations.
Sykes, who received the bachelor of arts degree in education in 1926 and the master 
of arts degree in education in 1931 at UM, began his professional career as an educator 
in Montana public schools, where he served 12 years. He received the doctor of education 
degree from Teachers College, Columbia University, New Y o r k , N ,Y., in 1937, majoring in 
college administration and teacher education.
faculty
Sykes joined the West Chester State College (WCSC)/in 1938 as a professor of 
educational psychology and supervisor of student teaching. He served there in several 
posts, including acting president, and was appointed WCSC president in August 1962, a 
position he held until his retirement in June 1969.
During his presidency, the WCSC campus underwent a major transformation. Under 
S y k e s’ leadership, WCSC, once a t e a c h e r s’ college, became a multipurpose institution of 
four schools with an expanded student body, faculty and facilities.
On Oct. 4, 1975, the new Earl F. Sykes College Union Building at WCSC was dedicated 
in his honor.
Sykes holds memberships in a number of professional organizations, and he has served 
as chairman of professional education committees at local and state levels.
Special honors received by Sykes include honorary life membership in the Chester 
County Council of Parent-Teachers Association; a citation presented by the Department of 
Public Instruction for his contributions to curriculum research and development and 
improvement of instruction, and a citation from the State of Montana for his contributions 
to education.
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